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President Office                         No. 150/PO 

 Vientiane Capital, 28 January 2019 

 

Decree 

of the 

President 

of the 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
 

On the Promulgation of the Law on Radiation Protection and Safety 

- Pursuant to Section VI, Article 67, paragraph 1 of the Constitution of the Lao People’s 

Democratic Republic (Amendment of 2015); 

- Pursuant to the Resolution of the National Assembly No. 115/NA, dated 14 December 2018 

on the adoption of Law on Radiation Protection and Safety;  

- Pursuant to the letter from the Standing Committee of National Assembly No. 07/SCNA, dated 

14 January 2019. 

The President of 

the Lao People’s Democratic Republic Decrees: 

Article 1: To promulgate the Law on Radiation Protection and Safety.  

Article 2: This presidential decree enters into force from the date of its signature. 

 

President of the Lao PDR  

 

 

    [Signature and seal]  

 

               Bounnhang VORACHITH 
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National Assembly                         No. 115/NA 
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Resolution 

of the 

National Assembly 

of the 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
 

On the adoption of the Law on Radiation Protection and Safety 

Pursuant to Article 53, paragraph 1 of the Constitution of the Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic (Amendment of 2015) and Article 11, paragraph 1 of Law on the National Assembly 

(Amendment of 2015);  

After an in-depth and comprehensive study and consideration by the 6th Ordinary Session of 

the VIII Assembly of the National Assembly on the content of the Law on Radiation Protection 

and Safety in the session on the 14 December 2018;  

The National Assembly agrees: 

Article 1: To adopt the Law on Radiation Protection and Safety with the majority votes.  

Article 2: This resolution enters into force from the date of its signature. 

  

President of the National Assembly  

 

[Signature and seal]  

 

  Pany YATHOTOU 
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LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

PEACE INDEPENDENCE DEMOCRACY UNITY PROSPERITY 

 

National Assembly                           No. 61/NA 

      Vientiane Capital, 14 December 2018 

 

Law 

on Radiation Protection and Safety 

Part I 

General Provisions 

Article 1 Purpose 

   This Law provides for principles, regulations and measures related to the 

management and monitoring of radiation protection and safety to ensure that the work 

therewith is conducted according to the technical standards guaranteeing the radiation 

protection and safety with the objective of  preventing, limiting and mitigating the impact on 

human health, humans, animals, plants and the environment, to be able to be integrated with 

the regional and international community and to contribute to the national socio-economic 

development. 

Article 2 Radiation Protection and Safety 

   Radiation is the energy in the form of wave or frequency emitted from an atom or 

nucleus which is the source of radiation for instance alpha-ray (α-ray), beta-ray (β-ray), 

gamma-ray (γ-ray), x-ray (x-ray). 

   Radiation protection and safety is the application of measures to protect, limit and 

mitigate hazardous risk resulting from radioactive emission and nuclear accident which can 

cause negative and grave impact on lives and health of humans, animals, plants and 

environment. 

Article 3 Terminology 

Defined terms used in this Law shall have following meanings: 

1. Radioactive means ray emitted from an atom without nuclear stability which 

generates a new element that emits alpha-ray, beta-ray, gamma-ray or x-ray. 

2. Radioactive Material means a material that has an unstable internal atom 

structure and while it decays, constantly releases radiation. 
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3. Radiation Generator means x-ray devices, irradiators, cobalt-60 devices or 

other devices which emit radiation when powered. 

 

4. Radioactive Waste means material that is contaminated or material containing 

radionuclides for which no further use is possible and needs to be disposed of. 

 

5. Prevention of Radiation Impact means the application of the existing risk 

mitigation measures to protect staffs working with radiation and other people. 

 

   6. Nucleus means the center of atom that has neutron and proton. 

 

7. Nuclear Accident means a device malfunction or a human action that causes a 

radioactive accident. 

Article 4 State Policy on Radiation Protection and Safety 

   The State attaches importance to the work of radiation protection and safety 

management by providing fund, building infrastructure, providing transportation, tools, 

equipment, and new technology, and increasing human resources and implementing the 

appropriate rewarding policy for the individuals working with radiation. 

 

   The State encourages individuals, legal entities or organizations to invest in 

research, development, application of new technology and service on radiation protection and 

safety. 

  

   The State is considerate to advocate, raise public awareness on advantages and 

dangers of radiation and to ensure radiation protection and safety, limit and mitigate the impact 

on lives and health of humans, animals, plants and the environment. 

 

 

Article 5 Principles on Radiation Protection and Safety 

Radiation protection and safety shall be conducted according to the following 

principles: 

1. Complying with policy guidelines, strategies, national socio-economic 

development plan and laws; 

   2. Ensuring a centralized and harmonized management throughout the country; 

 3. Protecting and mitigating impact on lives and health of humans, animals, plants 

and environment; 

   4. Conforming with the technical standards and international principles; 

   5. Ensuring the national security and social order;  

6. Complying with international agreements and conventions to which the Lao PDR 

is a Party. 

Article 6 Scope of Application of the Law 

   This Law shall apply to domestic and foreign individuals, legal entities or 

organizations undertaking radiation protection and safety activities in the Lao PDR.  
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Article 7 International Cooperation  

The State promotes international cooperation at regional and international level on 

radiation protection and safety for peace and development by exchanging knowledge, 

information, techniques, technology, scientific research, study, human resource 

development, acceding to assistance and implementing the international agreements and 

conventions related to radiation protection and safety to which the Lao PDR is a Party. 

Part II 

Radiation Source Facility and Radiation Source 

Chapter 1 

Radiation Source Facility 

Article 8 Radiation Source Facility 

   A radiation source facility is an area that contains a radiation source such as a 

medical x-ray room of a hospital, a production control room of a factory, an analytical 

laboratory, a research laboratory, a mining facility, a product irradiation room, a radioactive 

waste repository and burial facility which can release radioactivity higher than the defined 

standards. 

Article 9 Safety Analysis and Assessment on Radiation Source Facility 

   The safety analysis and assessment at a radiation source facility shall comprise: 

1. The analysis of the safety prior to requesting the authorization for the construction 

of a radiation source facility; 

2. The assessment of the safety when requesting the authorization for the renovation 

of a radiation source facility; 

3. The analysis of the safety when requesting the authorization for the destruction 

of a radiation source facility. 

Article 10 Radioactive Waste Disposal and Radiation Source Facility Destruction 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations conducting radioactive waste disposal 

and radiation source facility destruction activities shall: 

1. Develop radioactive waste disposal and radiation source facility destruction plan 

and submit it to the Radiation Protection and Safety Management Authority for 

consideration; 

2. Strictly follow international standards and regulations related to radioactive waste 

disposal and radiation source facility destruction; 
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3. Ensure responsibility for the damage resulting from the violation of international 

standards and regulations related to radioactive waste disposal and radiation source 

facility destruction; 

4. Ensure responsibility for all costs related to radioactive waste disposal and 

radiation source facility destruction. 

   The Ministry of Science and Technology shall coordinate with other ministries and 

relevant organizations to issue regulations related to radioactive waste disposal and 

radiation source facility destruction. 

Article 11 Radioactive Waste Disposal 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations conducting radioactive waste disposal 

shall be authorized from the Science and Technology Sector and under the control and 

monitoring of other sectors and the relevant local administration according to the 

management designation. 

Chapter 2 

Safety of Radiation Source 

Article 12 Radiation Source 

   A radiation source is mineral from nature and radioactive material that is contained 

in radiation generator. 

Article 13 Use of Radiation Source 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations prior to the use of radiation source shall: 

1. Provide detailed information to the Science and Technology Sector regarding the 

characteristics and the impact of the radiation source to be used; 

2. Designate staffs that have a specific knowledge, experience and expertise to be 

in charge of the work therewith. 

Article 14 Conducting Business related to Radiation Source 

   The business related to radiation source includes searching, exploring, mining, 

processing, transporting, importing, exporting radioactive source and disposing of 

radioactive waste. 

   Domestic and foreign individuals, legal entities or organizations planning to 

conduct business related to radiation source shall submit their application with a complete 

set of documents to the Investment One-Stop Service Office as defined in the Law on 

Investment Promotion and request from the Science and Technology Sector the technical 

authorization to conduct such business. 
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   The Science and Technology Sector shall consider and provide technical comment 

in written to the Investment One-Stop Service Office within eight working days starting 

from the day receipt of the request. 

Article 15 Responsibility of Radiation Source User 

   Authorized individuals, legal entities or organizations using radiation source are 

responsible for: 

1. Registering and reporting the acquisition of the radiation source within ten 

working days to the Science and Technology Sector; 

   2. Recording the daily work of radiation technical staffs; 

   3. Using radiation source only inside the authorized facility; 

   4. Developing or improving working methods for safety; 

 5. Providing training to staff to be prepared in terms of knowledge, capacity in 

performing work with radiation source, preventive measures and first aid in case of 

a radioactive accident occurs; 

6. Developing and implementing the emergency preparedness and response plan to 

respond to an accident and other events that might occur while performing work 

with radiation source; 

   7. Ensuring security, social order, and safety for society; 

8. Reporting quarterly, semi-annually and annually on the use of radiation source to 

the Science and Technology Sector regularly. 

Part III 

Radiation Protection and Safety Standards 

Chapter 1 

Technical Safety Standards for Radiation Application 

Article 16 Technical Safety Standards for Radiation Application 

  Safety for radiation application shall be conformed to technical standards, as 

established based on the following methods: 

  1. Radiation dose measurement at radiation source facility; 

  2. Record of information on radiation protection and safety; 

  3. Technical guidelines on radiation protection and safety; 
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  4. Termination and transfer of the rights of use of radiation source. 

Article 17 Radiation Dose Measurement at Radiation Source Facility 

  Individuals, legal entities or organizations conducting activities related to radiation 

source facility shall have a radiation measurement and monitoring system used for safety 

assessment. 

  Radiation technical staff shall measure regularly the radiation dose and assess the 

safety in radiation source facility. 

  The Science and Technology Sector shall test and recalibrate tools, equipment for 

measuring the radiation dose and monitor such dose regularly according to regulations. 

Article 18 Record of Information on Radiation Protection and Safety 

  Record of information on radiation protection and safety shall include the following: 

  1. Radiation source, maintenance and change of tools and equipment; 

 2. Radiation dose result comparison, maintenance, test and recalibration of tools and 

equipment; 

  3. Emergency case during performance; 

 4. Result of health check and radiation dose level that radiation technical staff 

receives. 

Radiation technical staff shall summarize the record of information on radiation 

protection and safety and report to the Science and Technology Sector. 

Article 19 Technical Guidelines on Radiation Protection and Safety 

  The Ministry of Science and Technology coordinates with other relevant sectors to 

develop technical guidelines on radiation protection and safety which shall include the 

following information: 

1. Control of radiation dose released from irradiation during the conduct of business 

and radiation release in public; 

2. Comparison of radiation dose measurement at performing facility of radiation 

technical staff; 

  3.  Performing of decontamination following the work conducted with radiation; 

  4. Assurance of safety for radiation technical staff; 

 5. Technical goals and targets that need to be achieved on radiation protection and 

safety training for radiation technical staff; 



 

 7 

6. Requirement, regulation and process for the issuance of certificate for radiation 

technical staff; 

  7. Format of report on burial, storage of radioactive waste; 

 8. Recommendation for record of information on radiation protection and safety and 

the duration for storing each type of radiation source; 

9. Type of the radiation source authorized to be used, process of risk assessment, 

consideration or the approval of measures to dispose radiation source and 

contaminated materials;  

10. Facility that has radiation in nature, environment in a level considered dangerous 

to daily life; 

  11. Safety control in radioactive waste storage facility; 

  12.  Annual health check for radiation technical staff; 

 13. Dose of radiation received by the patient and the control of radiation application 

for diagnosis and treatment; 

  14. Implementation of rewarding policy for radiation technical staff. 

Article 20 Termination or Transfer the Rights of Use of Radiation Source 

 When the rights of use of radiation source are terminated or transferred, the 

individuals, legal entities or organizations that is using the radiation source shall: 

1. Report such termination, cancellation or transfer to science and technology 

sector; 

2. Provide the comparison of irradiation test result, maintenance, test and 

recalibration to individuals, legal entities or organizations who receives rights to use 

the radiation source; 

3. Provide the record of information related to radiation source, improvement, 

change of tools, equipment, result of health check and radiation dose level that 

radiation technical staff received to individuals, legal entities or organizations who 

receives rights to use the radiation source. 

Chapter 2 

Radiation Officer and Irradiation 

Article 21 Radiation Technical Staff 

  A radiation technical staff is an officer who is designated to work directly with 

radiation, has the specific technical knowledge, radiation expertise and of the regulation 

on radiation protection and safety and has the following responsibilities: 
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1. Use the irradiation equipment which includes irradiation equipment for 

sterilization by radiation, treatment tool, and other equipment using radiation; 

  2. Protect and use the radioactive material; 

  3. Search and explore the radiation source; 

  4. Conduct nondestructive test by radiation; 

  5. Pack and transport the radioactive material; 

  6. Certify the safety the radioactive material when transported across border; 

  7. Store and bury radioactive waste; 

  8. Summarize and report on the conduct of radiation work; 

  9. Other responsibilities as defined in the Law. 

Article 22 Radiation Control Officer 

  A radiation control officer is an officer designated to control radiation protection 

and safety, has experience on radiation, the specific technical knowledge, radiation 

expertise and of the regulation on radiation protection and safety and has the following 

responsibilities: 

1. Define regulation, procedure of work, task related to radiation protection and 

safety from the beginning stage until the completion. 

  2. Control daily record of the radiation technical staff; 

  3. Anticipate accident that might occur and prepare measures to response; 

  4. Recommend the rewarding policy for the radiation technical staff; 

 5. Plan the training related to fundamental knowledge and skills related to the use 

of radiation source. 

  6. Assess the implementation of regulation related to radiation protection and safety; 

  7. Summarize and report on the conduct of radiation work; 

  8. Other responsibilities as defined in the Law. 

Article 23 Control of Irradiation 

   The control of irradiation is the control of the radiation dose released to the officer 

who is in charge of irradiation, public places and other relevant individuals to be in 

conformity with radiation protection and safety standards. 

   The control of irradiation shall be conducted as follows: 

1. Ensure the level of radiation dose received from the irradiation by the radiation 

technical staff, public places and other relevant individuals is not to exceed the 

defined maximum dose level; 
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2. Ensure the radiation dose received from each irradiation to individual, the number 

of people irradiated and radiation emission as less as possible according to practical 

condition. 

Article 24 Medical Irradiation 

   The medical irradiation is the use of radiation for medical purpose for instance 

sterilizing medical equipment, diagnosis and treatment, and shall be conducted as follows: 

1. Conduct in accordance to regulation and radiation protection and safety 

standards; 

   2. Test and maintain tools or equipment regularly; 

   Diagnosis and treatment for pregnant women or children shall be conducted under 

the consent of the patient, parents or legal tutor. 

Chapter 3 

Security of Radiation Source 

Article 25 Security of Radiation Source 

Individuals, legal entities or organizations processing radiation source shall: 

1.  Create rules to control the access to and the use of the radiation source; 

2. Retain confidential information and not authorize unauthorized persons to access 

radiation source; 

3. Obtain authorization from the Science and Technology Sector as well as record 

and report the transport of radiation source; 

4. Check the inventory and status of radiation source regularly; 

5. Implement radiation protection and safety standards. 

Article 26 Radiation Source Inventory  

   The Ministry of Science and Technology establishes and maintains radiation source 

inventory which includes the following basic information: 

  1. Name, type and chemical composition of the radiation source; 

  2. Code of radiation source; 

  3. Date, month, year of manufacturing and validity of radiation source; 

  4. Name of manufacturing and trading company; 

  5. Standard certificate of radiation source; 

  6. Level of radiation dose released; 

  7. Owner; 

8. Individuals, legal entities or organizations that possessed and used the radiation 

source in the past to the present time; 

  9. Location of the facility where the radiation source is used and stored. 
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Part IV 

Transport, Transfer, Import and Export 

Chapter 1 

Transport and Transfer of Radiation Source 

Article 27 Transport of Radiation Source 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations having the purpose of transporting 

radiation source shall: 

   1. Request the authorization from the Ministry of Science and Technology; 

   2. Submit documents related to the characteristics and the certificate of application 

of radiation source; 

   3. Pack the radiation source according to the safety standards; 

   4. Use specific vehicle to transport radiation source. 

   The Ministry of Science and Technology coordinates with the Ministry of Public 

Work and Transport to issue regulation related to the safety of radiation source transport. 

Article 28 Preparation of Transport of Radiation Source 

   In preparing the transport of radiation source, the following shall be conducted: 

1. Provide training and improve knowledge, expertise on radiation protection and 

safety for personnel who has direct responsibility in the transport; 

2. Plan the emergency preparedness and response including the safety of individual 

who is relevant, comparison of radiation test in package and prevention of damage 

on radiation source; 

   3. Define and plan the transport route; 

4. Examine documents submitted according to the regulation on safety for 

transporting radiation source. 

Article 29 Conduct of Transport of Radiation Source 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations transporting radiation source shall ensure 

the compliance with international standards and regulations on transport safety, implement 

emergency preparedness and response plan, use the defined and authorized route and 

conduct the transport under the monitoring from the Science and Technology Sector, other 

relevant sectors and the local administration.  
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Article 30 Transfer of Radiation Source 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations having the purpose of transferring 

radiation source through the Lao PDR shall comply with the law of the Lao PDR, 

international agreements and conventions of which Lao PDR is a party. It should submit a 

request to the Science and Technology Sector twenty-five days prior to the transfer. 

Article 31 Coping with Accident of Radiation Source Transport 

   In case of accident during the transport of radiation source, individuals, legal entities 

or organizations shall: 

   1. Implement immediately the emergency preparedness and response plan; 

 2. Inform the Science and Technology Sector and other relevant sectors on the 

accident; 

   3. Apply measures and technical equipment to respond to the accident; 

   4. Immediately notify the population living in the surroundings of the accident; 

   5. Identify the contaminated area, mark the area and limit the access to that area;  

   6. Limit the release of radiation and provide first aid to the casualties; 

7. Compensate for the damage resulted by the transport accident according to the 

laws. 

Chapter 2 

Import and Export of Radiation Source and Irradiated Products 

Article 32 Import and Export of Radiation Source 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations intending to import or export radiation 

source shall: 

1. Request authorization from the Ministry of Science and Technology and the 

relevant ministries and organizations; 

   2. Implement radiation protection and safety standards; 

3. Notify and proceed the relevant document at the check point before individuals, 

legal entities and other organizations. 

   In case of illegal import of radiation source, the importer shall return the source to 

the country from which is it originating. 
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Article 33 Import and Export of Irradiated Products 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations intending to import or export irradiated 

consumption goods shall: 

1. Request authorization from the Ministry of Science and Technology and other 

relevant sectors; 

   2. The radiation limit shall not exceed the limit set by safety standards; 

   3. The product shall be on the list of authorized goods for import; 

   4. The product shall have label indicating the level of radiation; 

5. Irradiated product that exceeds the limit set by safety standards or is contaminated 

shall be returned to its country of origin. 

   The Ministry of Science and Technology establishes the list of irradiated products. 

Part V 

Requesting an Authorization to use Radiation Source 

Article 34 Requirements for requesting an authorization to use radiation source 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations requesting an authorization to use 

radiation source shall meet the following requirements: 

   1. Be a legal entity or organization that is established according to the law; 

   2. Not being on the sanction list of the United Nations Security Council; 

   3. Conduct the work related to radiation source according to its role and mandate; 

4. Have technical staffs with knowledge and expertise, sufficient funds, technical 

basis and equipment related to security of radiation source; 

5. Ensure strictly safety during the conduct of work related to radiation source as 

defined in this Law; 

6. Submit application to request the authorization to use radiation source as provided 

in Article 35 of this Law. 

   In case of individual, the individual shall be a natural person with knowledge and 

technical capacity to conduct the business related to radiation source. 

Article 35 Submitting the application to request an authorization 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations requesting the authorization to use 

radiation source shall submit application to the Ministry of Science and Technology with 

the following documents: 
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   1. Application to request the authorization; 

   2. Information of radiation source including dose, type and characteristic; 

3. Document certifying the use of radiation source from assistance providers or 

relevant organizations; 

   4. Certificate from the radiation source manufacturer and relevant details; 

   5. Information on the radiation source facility; 

   6. Analysis report and safety assessment of the radiation source facility; 

   7. Emergency preparedness and response plan; 

8. Document certifying the origin of funds and financial status of the operator 

including the shareholders and beneficiary; 

9. Certification of previous operations related to the use of radiation source for the 

operator that has previously used the radiation source. 

Article 36 Consideration of License 

   The Science and Technology Sector coordinates with the relevant sectors and 

organizations the consideration of licensing to use radiation source for the applicant within 

twenty-five days starting from the day of receipt of the application. In case the application 

and document submitted is not correct or not completed, the Science and Technology Sector 

shall inform the applicant in writing within ten days. In case of refusal of license, the 

Science and Technology Sector shall notify within three working days the applicant in 

written with the reason of refusal. 

   The license to use the radiation source is valid for two years and renewable. 

Article 37 Extension of License 

   The licensee shall submit the application to the Science the Technology Sector to 

request the extension of license minimum sixty days before its expiration and shall submit 

the following documents: 

   1. Application for extension of license to use the radiation source; 

   2. Operation certificate of the applicant; 

   3. Proof of fee and service charge payment; 

   4. Certificate of radiation protection and safety; 

   5. Environment assessment report on the impact of the use of radiation source. 
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   The Science and Technology Sector coordinates with relevant sectors and 

organizations in considering the extension of the license to use radiation source within ten 

working days starting from the day of receipt of the application and after verifying that the 

submitted documents are correct and complete. 

Article 38 Withdrawal of License 

   The Science and Technology Sector coordinates with relevant sectors and 

organizations in withdrawing the license to use radiation source in any of the following 

cases: 

   1. Serious violation of radiation protection and safety standards; 

   2. Use the radiation source for the wrong purpose; 

   3. Not paying tax, customs and not fulfilling other obligations as defined in the Law; 

4. Not submitting environment assessment report on the impact of the use of 

radiation source; 

   5. The licensee if sentenced to prison by court; 

   6. The licensee is declared bankrupt by court; 

7. Not improving or trying to meet with radiation protection and safety standards 

within conditions and duration provided by the Science and Technology Sector; 

   8. Termination of the operation.  

Article 39 Fee and Service Charge 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations applying for license to use radiation 

source shall pay for fee and service charge according to the Decree of the President on fee 

and service charge enforced in each period. 

Part VI 

Radiological Emergency Response 

Article 40 Radiological Emergency 

   A radiological emergency is a radiation event that is hazardous, no security on 

radiation source and radiation generator. 

   A radiological emergency is categorized into five levels as follows: 

1. Level one: none critical resulting from a device malfunction or human’s action 

but the radiation is not yet released and does not cause yet damage to lives, human 

health, animals, plants and the environment; 
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2. Level two: slightly critical resulting from a device malfunction or human’s action 

which leads to the release of radiation in a small-scale and does not cause yet 

damage to lives, human health, animals, plants and the environment; 

3. Level three: critical resulting from a serious device malfunction or human’s 

action which leads to the release of radiation and affects the individuals working at 

the radiation source facility area; 

4. Level four: very critical resulting from very serious device malfunction or 

human’s action which leads to the release of radiation at a large-scale and harms 

individual and the environment within one province. 

5. Level five: extremely critical resulting from very serious device malfunction or 

human’s action which leads to the release of radiation at a large-scale and harms 

individuals and the environment in two or more provinces or expending in a larger 

area crossing border to other country. 

Article 41 Radiological Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan 

   Authorized individuals, legal entities or organizations to conduct business related 

to radiation source shall develop emergency preparedness and response plan according to 

the following contents: 

1. Preparedness and response plan of the radiation source facility, taking into 

account the relevant staffs and radiation source; 

2. Assessment impact on the environment and livelihood as well as the effectiveness 

of the hazard decontamination as well as other risk associated with the population; 

3. Result of emergency analysis and lessons learned derived from experience and 

similar emergency event to be integrated in the emergency preparedness and 

response plan; 

4. Capacity in responding to the emergency including tool, equipment, staffs, labors, 

coordination plan with the local authority and people and properties evacuation 

plan; 

5. Accident mitigate plan that comply with the Environmental Protection Law, 

Industrial Processing Law and regulations related to radiation protection and safety. 

   The emergency preparedness and response plan shall be revised periodically and be 

tested and exercised. 

   The Ministry of Science and Technology coordinates with relevant ministries, 

organizations and local administration in approving and certifying emergency preparedness 

and response plan. 

Article 42 Radiological Emergency Preparedness and Response 
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   In the context of emergency preparedness and response, individuals, legal entities 

or organizations shall: 

   1. Implement strictly the emergency response plan; 

2. Report the event or emergency that has risk of radiation release to the Ministry 

of Science and Technology; 

3. Define the detailed responsibilities of individuals, legal entities or relevant 

organizations in the response work; 

   4. Define necessary conditions in control and response; 

5. Define activities related to the prevention and scope of operation to be applicable 

in each case. 

6. Define procedures and implementation methods including the coordination and 

the request for support from relevant organizations; 

7. Define methods and tools to be used in managing emergency situations and 

identify prompt solutions; 

8. Provide the necessary information to the relevant sectors to be aware of and act 

according to the radiation protection and safety approach. 

Article 43 Radiological Emergency Response Action Plan 

   The Technical Coordination Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety shall 

develop radiological emergency response action plan by defining activities, responsibilities 

of both private and public organizations including the coordination and public information 

as well as their participation in the implementation. Such action plan shall be approved by 

the Ministry of Science and Technology. 

   The radiological emergency response action plan shall be revised and approved by 

the Ministry of Science and Technology through coordination with the relevant ministries, 

organizations and local administrations. 

Article 44 Cross Border Radiological Emergency 

   Cross border radiological emergency is a situation resulting from the release of 

radiation crossing border of the Lao PDR to other countries. 

   In case of a cross border emergency, the Ministry of Science and Technology shall 

report immediately to the Government in order to notify people and report in writing to the 

International Atomic Energy Agency and relevant countries. 

   The Technical Coordination Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety is the 

point of contact, and facilitates and provides information according to Convention on Early 

Notification of a Nuclear Accident; Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear 

Accident or Radiological Emergency and Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear 

Material. 
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Part VII 

Prohibitions 

Article 45 General Prohibitions 

Individuals, legal entities and organizations are prohibited from: 

1. Conducting business related to radiation without authorization; 

2. Creating obstacle, impede the work of controlling radiation protection and 

safety; 

3. Using outdated radiation technology; 

4. Abandoning or disposing radioactive waste without authorization; 

5. Forging and destroying documents related to radiation protection and safety; 

6. Giving bribes to authorities and officers responsible for radiation protection and 

safety; 

7. Having other behaviors in violation of laws. 

 Article 46 Prohibitions for the Relevant Government Officers 

   The relevant government officers are prohibited from: 

1. Abusing their power, duties and positions for the purpose of gaining personal 

and collective benefits; 

  2. Demanding, requesting or receiving bribes or other benefits; 

3. Disclosing State secret, official confidential information and operators’ 

information related to the work of radiation; 

4. Unreasonably hampering, holding and delaying the processing of documents 

related to radiation protection and safety; 

   5. Forging and destroying documents related to radiation protection and safety; 

   6. Neglecting radiological emergency; 

   7. Having other behaviors in violation of laws. 

Article 47 Prohibitions for Business Operators 

   Business operators are prohibited from: 

1. Operating business without authorization or not consistent with the authorization 

and certification; 
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2. Putting the license to guarantee, use as stock sharing, lend, rent, transfer or sale 

to another person; 

3. Paying or bribing officers and authorities working on radiation protection and 

safety; 

4. Using force or referring to other’s name to threaten the relevant government 

officers; 

   5. Forging and destroying documents related to radiation protection and safety; 

   6. Having other behaviors in violation of laws. 

Part VIII 

Dispute Settlement 

Article 48 Forms of Dispute Settlement 

   Dispute settlement related to radiation protection and safety shall take one of the 

following forms: 

   1. Settlement by conciliation or mediation; 

   2. Settlement through administrative proceedings; 

  3. Settlement by the Economic Dispute Resolution Office; 

  4. Court judgment; 

  5. Settlement of dispute with international characteristics. 

Article 49 Settlement by Conciliation or Mediation 

   In case of minor dispute related to radiation protection and safety, the conflicting 

parties shall consult, negotiate and conciliate for mutual interest and ensure radiation 

protection and safety. 

Article 50 Settlement through Administrative Proceedings 

   In case of dispute related to radiation protection and safety, the conflicting parties 

shall have the right to propose to the Radiation Protection and Safety Management 

Authority a settlement according to the laws. 

Article 51 Settlement by the Economic Dispute Resolution Office 

   In case of dispute related to radiation protection and safety, the conflicting parties 

shall have the right to propose to the Economic Dispute Resolution Office a settlement 

according to the laws. 
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Article 52 Court judgment 

   In case of dispute related to radiation protection and safety, one of the conflicting 

parties shall have the right to seize the People’s court for judgment pursuant to the laws. 

Article 53 Settlement of Dispute with International Characteristics 

   In case of dispute related to radiation protection and safety with international 

characteristics, the conflicting parties shall have rights to propose to the domestic or 

international dispute settlement organizations to settle or to implement international 

agreements and conventions to which Lao PDR is Party. 

Part IX 

Regulatory Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety 

Article 54 Regulatory Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety 

   The Regulatory Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety is a non-standing 

body and has role of advising and supporting the government in considering and 

coordinating on radiation safety and is composed of: 

   1. The National Regulatory Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety; 

   2. The Technical Coordination Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety. 

   Where necessary, the Regulatory Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety can 

be established at local level as approved by the government. 

Article 55 Structure of the National Regulatory Authority for Radiation Protection and 

Safety 

   The National Regulatory Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety is 

designated by the Prime Minister according to the recommendation of the Ministry of 

Science and Technology and consists of: 

   1. The Minister of Science and Technology   as president; 

   2. The Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs   as vice president; 

   3. The Vice Minister of Natural Resource and Environment as vice president; 

   4. The Vice Minister of Health    as member; 

   5. The Vice Minister of Labor and Social Welfare  as member; 

   6. The Vice Minister of Justice    as member; 

   7. The Vice Minister of Public Work and Transport  as member; 

   8. The Vice Minister of Agriculture and Forestry  as member; 

   9. The Vice Minister of Industry and Commerce  as member; 

   10. The Vice Minister of Energy and Mine   as member; 
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   11. The Vice Minister of Education and Sports  as member; 

   12. The Vice Minister of Defense    as member; 

   13. The Vice Minister of Public Security   as member; 

   14. The Vice Minister of Finance    as member; 

15. The Vice Minister of Science and Technology  as member, standing 

officer and head of secretariat. 

   The National Regulatory Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety has the 

Technical Coordination Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety as its secretariat. 

Article 56 Rights and Duties of the National Regulatory Authority for Radiation 

Protection and Safety 

   The National Regulatory Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety has the 

following rights and duties: 

1. Provide advice to and support the government on policy and national strategy and 

radiation protection and safety measures; 

2. Define policy, strategy and recommendation to Regulatory Agency for Radiation 

Protection and Safety in issuing decisions and guidelines of the Ministry; 

3. Define plan, action plan and budget plan in radiation protection and safety 

management; 

4. Define clearly duties and consistency of regulations and requirements in issuing 

a license to use radiation source; 

5. Define accident preparedness, response plan and national disaster management 

plan according to regulations related to national disaster management. 

6. Use right and exercise other duties as defined in the laws and as assigned by the 

Government. 

Article 57 Structure of the Technical Coordination Authority for Radiation Protection 

and Safety 

   The Technical Coordination Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety is 

appointed by the Minister of Science and Technology which consists of: 

   1. The Vice Minister of Science and Technology   as president; 

2. The Director Generals or Directors of relevant institutes of Ministry of Science 

and Technology              as vice president; 

3. The Director Generals, Permanent Secretaries or Director of institutions from 

relevant sectors        as member. 
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Article 58 Rights and Duties of Technical Coordination Authority for Radiation 

Protection and Safety 

   The Technical Coordination Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety has 

mandate as technical support, as well as a secretariat of National Regulatory Authority for 

Radiation Protection and Safety. It has the following rights and duties: 

1. Coordinate technically, exchange information with both domestic and 

international relevant sectors and international organizations related to the work of 

radiation protection and safety; 

2. Manage activities of radiation protection and safety regulation implementation 

according to international agreements and conventions to which Lao PDR is a Party. 

3. Conduct radiation release impact assessment and define the standard of radiation 

dose from different activities; 

4. Compare, inform or publish information related to radiation protection and safety 

to society systematically; 

5. Study, research, develop guidelines and regulations, standard related to radiation 

protection and safety to propose to the National Regulatory Authority for Radiation 

Protection and Safety for consideration; 

6. Record the registration of radiation source, national inventory on the composition 

and the use of radiation source and establish the national database; 

7. Use protection measures in case of radiation accident or radioactive release and 

develop the related emergency preparedness and response plan; 

8. Organize trainings, workshops on fundamental knowledge and skills to retain and 

use radioactive source for radiation business operators; 

9. Use rights and exercise other duties as defined in the Laws and as assigned by the 

National Regulatory Authority for Radiation Protection and Safety. 
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Part X 

Management and Monitoring 

Chapter 1 

Management of Radiation Protection and Safety 

Article 59 Radiation Protection and Safety Management Authority 

The Government manages radiation protection and safety in a centralized and 

uniform manner throughout the country by assigning the Ministry of Science and 

Technology to be directly responsible for and has a leading role to coordinate with other 

relevant Ministries, organizations and local administration. 

The Radiation Safety Management Authority consists of: 

1. The Ministry of Science and Technology; 

2. The Science and Technology Divisions at Provinces and Capital City; 

3. The Science and Technology Offices at Districts, Municipality and City. 

In case of need, a village that is associated with the use of radiation source shall 

establish a preparedness and response unit at a local level with the approval of the Ministry 

of Science and Technology. 

Article 60 Rights and Duties of the Ministry of Science and Technology 

   In managing radiation protection and safety, the Ministry of Science and 

Technology has the following rights and duties: 

1. Consider and develop policies, strategic plans and laws related to radiation 

protection and safety; 

2. Materialize policies, strategic plans and laws related to radiation protection and 

safety into regulations, plans, action plans, projects and implementation; 

3. Promote, advocate and raise awareness on policies, strategic plans and laws 

related to radiation protection and safety; 

4. Act as point of coordination with ministries, organizations and local 

administration, study and resolve issues related to radiation protection and safety; 

5. Implement the management, monitoring and inspection and report the status of 

radiation protection and safety management nationwide; 

6. Advise development projects and business activities related to radiation and 

prepare radiation protection and safety report; 
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7. Monitor, inspect the implementation of national action plan, laws, safety standard 

guidelines, plans and detailed radiation projects; 

8. Authorize or withdraw the license to use radiation source and conducts related to 

radiation; 

9. Coordinate with relevant sector that has right to revise, revoke any business that 

creates negative impact on lives, health of humans, animals, plants and 

environment; 

   10. Build, improve technical officers on radiation protection and safety; 

   11. Publish, summarize and evaluate information system on radiation; 

12. Receive and consider recommendations from public and sectors related to 

management of radiation protection and safety; 

13. Coordinate with other relevant sectors and local administration on radiation 

protection and safety; 

14. Communicate and cooperate with regional and international community on 

radiation; 

15. Summarize, report the conduct of work related to radiation protection and safety 

to the government on regular basis; 

   16. Exercise rights and conduct other duties as defined in the Law. 

Article 61 Rights and Duties of the Science and Technology Divisions at Provinces and 

Capital City 

   In managing radiation protection and safety, the Science and Technology Divisions 

in Provinces and the Capital City have the following rights and duties according to their 

responsibility: 

1. Materialize policies, strategic plans, laws, regulations, plans, action plans and 

projects related to radiation protection safety; 

2. Promote, advocate and raise awareness on policies, strategic plans and laws 

related to radiation protection safety; 

3. Monitor and inspect the business operation that uses radiation source including 

the radioactive waste disposal; 

   4. Study, research and resolve issues related to radiation protection and safety; 

5. Recommend to the Ministry of Science and Technology to develop, train 

technical officers on radiation protection and safety; 
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   6. Summarize, research and publish information on radiation protection and safety; 

7. Receive and consider the recommendations from public and other sectors on 

radiation protection and safety; 

8. Coordinate with other relevant sectors and local administration on radiation 

protection and safety; 

9. Liaise and cooperate with international community on radiation according to the 

assignment; 

10. Summarize, report the conduct of work related to radiation protection and safety 

to the Ministry of Science and Technology, provincial and capital administration on 

regular basis; 

   11. Exercise rights and conduct other duties as defined in the Law. 

Article 62 Rights and Duties of the Science and Technology Offices at Districts, 

Municipality and City 

   In managing radiation protection and safety, Science and Technology Offices at 

Districts, Municipality and City have the following rights and duties according to their 

responsibility: 

1. Materialize policy, strategic plan, laws and regulations related to radiation 

protection and safety; 

   2. Monitor and inspect the business operation that uses radiation source; 

3. Recommend the Science and Technology Divisions to develop, train technical 

officers on radiation protection and safety; 

4. Record, summarize, provide and publish information on radiation protection and 

safety; 

5. Receive and consider the recommendations from public and other sectors on 

radiation protection and safety; 

6. Coordinate with other relevant sectors and local administration on radiation 

protection and safety; 

7. Summarize, report the conduct of work related to radiation protection and safety 

to the Science and Technology Divisions at a district, municipality and city 

administration level on regular basis; 

   8. Exercise rights and conduct other duties as defined in the Law. 

Article 63 Rights and Duties of Other Sectors and Local Administration 

   In managing radiation protection and safety, other sectors such as public health, 

industry and commerce, agriculture and forestry, energy and mines, public work and 

transport, natural resources and environment, education and sports, labor and social welfare 

and relevant local administration have rights and duties to coordinate and cooperate with 

science and technology sector according to their responsibility. 
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 Chapter 2 

Radiation Protection and Safety Inspections 

Article 64 Inspecting Organizations 

Radiation protection and safety inspections consists of: 

1. Internal inspection conducted by the same organization as the managing authority 

provided in Article 59 of this Law;  

2. External inspections by the National Assembly, People's Provincial Assemblies, 

the State Audit Organization at each level, the Lao Front for National Development, 

the Lao Veterans Federation, mass organizations, public and media. 

Article 65 Contents of the Inspection 

Radiation protection and safety inspections included:  

1. The implementation of policies, laws and regulations related to radiation 

protection and safety; 

2. The activities of the Radiation Protection and Safety Management Authority; 

3. The responsibilities, behaviors and working method of the government officers 

and staffs that are working related to radiation protection and safety; 

4. The radiation business operation of individuals, legal entities or organizations. 

Article 66 Types of Inspection 

 Radiation protection and safety inspections are of the following three types: 

1. Regular inspection which is an inspection that is conducted under the regular plan 

at a well-defined time and has to be conducted at least twice per year; 

2. Announced inspection which is an unplanned inspection which shall be 

conducted when deemed necessary and subject to prior notification to the persons 

to be inspected at least twenty-four hours before the inspection; 

3.  Unannounced inspection which is an inspection conducted on a sudden basis 

without prior notice to the persons to be inspected. 

Each inspection shall include the review of documents and a visit to the locations 

and shall strictly follow laws and regulations. 

 

 



 

 26 

Part XI 

Awards for Achievement and Measures Against Violators 

 
Article 67 Awards for Achievement 

  Individuals, legal entities or organizations with achievement in implementing this 

law will be praised or received other awards in accordance with regulations. 

Article 68 Measures Against the Violators 

Individuals, legal entities or organizations that violates this law shall be educated, 

warned, subject to disciplinary measures, fined, pay compensation or subject to criminal 

sanctions. 

Article 69 Re-education Measures 

   Individuals, legal entities or organizations that violates this law, particularly if it is 

the first violation of prohibitions and that such violation is considered light and not a 

criminal offence, shall be subject to re-education or warning.  

Article 70 Disciplinary Measures  

Government officer who violates this Law, particularly in violation of prohibitions 

that is not a criminal offence and does not create severe damage, with intention to alter 

reporting and attempt to escape, shall be subject to disciplinary sanctions according to the 

laws.  

Article 71 Fine Measures  

Individuals, legal entities or organizations that has been previously subject to re-

education and warning according to Article 69 of this law but still violates the law and 

creates damage, and such violation is not a criminal offence shall be fined in accordance to 

the regulations. 

Article 72 Civil Measures  

Individuals, legal entities or organizations that violates this law which cause damage 

to the State, the collectivity and other individuals shall restore, rehabilitate and pay 

compensation for the damage caused.  

Article 73 Criminal Measures  

Individuals, legal entities or organizations who violates this law which is a criminal 

offence shall be punished in accordance to the laws depending on the seriousness degree of 

each case. 
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Article 74 Additional Measures 

Apart from the measures provided above in Article 73 of this Law, the violators 

shall be subject to additional measures such as withdrawal of license and seizure of vehicles 

and equipment that have been used for the violation.  

 

Part XII 

Final Provisions 

Article 75 Implementation  

The Government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic shall implement this 

Law.  

Article 76 Entry into Force 

This Law shall enter into force after the President of the Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic issues the Presidential Decree promulgating the law and 15 days after publication 

in the Official Gazette.  

All regulations and provisions that are contradicting this Law shall be void. 

 

 

President of the National Assembly  

 

[Signature and seal] 

  

         Pany YATHOTOU 


